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CHAPULTEPEC.

1847

BY JAMES Il. WILLARD.

(115 ancient Aztee city of Tenochtitlan, crowned
a slight clevation in the heart of an irregular

200 feet above sea level, Upon its

sin,

site—midway between the Pacific Ocean and
the Gulf of Mexico, and some two hundred
miles west of Vera Cruz—rises the fair city
of Mexico. Coyoacan, older than the cap-

ital itsell, and once the seat of Cortez's

government, nestle d near the city. Around,
lakes of beauty; tall mountains look down upon the cathe
dral. built above the ruins of an Azte temple,

Upon this garden spot of the republic, the American army

was advancing [he helds of Palo Alto and Resaca de la
Palina had been fought and won. Matamoras had fallen; the
capitulation of the city had followed the storming ol Monterey ;
{ decisive action at Buena Vista had passed into history.

[hen the Americans invested Vera Cruz by land and by sea
I'he Mexicans struck their flag after a terrible bombardment
[n the words of an eyewitness :  * Bombs were flying into Vera
Cruz like hail. Sulphureous flashes, clouds of smoke and the dull
booms of heavy guns arose lrom the walls of the aty in return §
while ever and anon a red sheet of flame would leap from the
great brass mortars of the castle, jollowed by a report which
fairly made the earth tremble A huge black cloud of
smoke hung like a pall over the American army, completely
concealing it from view ; the Mexicans had ceased firing in order
to prevent our troops Iron directing their guns by the flashes
(677)
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THE “ VENICE OF THE AZTECS."” 7!
heights. Besides a numerous garrison, here was the military
college of the republic, with a large number of sub-hieutenant:
and other students, Those works were within direct gunshot of
the village of Tacubaya, and, until carried, we could not ap
proach the city on the west without making a circuit too wide
ui!ni too ]M;‘..u-l-ni“."

Against a background of shadowy hills, rose the crenclated
the * Venice of the Aztecs.” Against its frowning bastions

the American commander was now to throw his battle-scarred

walls of the grim fortress that kept ward over what was once

veterans ; nothing stood between them and the coveted city
preturesque redolent of its f“!}l.t,’lhl.'l' ancestry, except this last
link in the chain of obstacles that had hampered their progress
from the waters of the Gulf to the basin of Mexico. Siege gun
and mortar hurled an iron storm against the walls, until a pre
concerted lull in the firing, gave the signal for the storming
party to advance. Sweeping the enemy from the woods
Pillow's men reached the base of the hill and clambered up
the ascent. Lvery Mexican gun that could be brought to bear,
sent a pitiless hail of grape mto their ranks. The sirocco
breath of the cannon fanned the cheeks of the assailants, as
they labored over the rocky way. A Pennsylvanian, ( adwalader,
led the gallant band Although wounded, Dllow would not
eave the field, but was carried up the hill to witness the bravery
of his command

In the words of the General-in-Chief, * The broken acclivity
was still to be ascended, and a strong redoubt [l‘ll-i‘.\;l}' to be

uried, before reaching the castle on the heights, The advance
of our brave officers, though necessarily slow, was unwavenng,
over rocks, chasms, and mines, and under the hottest fire of can
non and musketry, The redoubt now yielded to resistless valor,
and the shouts that followed announced to the castle the fatc
that impended Ihe enemy were steadily driven from shelter
to shelter l'he retreat allowed not time to fire a single mine
without the certainty of blowing up friend and foe, Those who

at a distance attempted to apply matches to the long trans

were shot down by our men I'here was death below as well as
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vnfler | the volunteers after the fall of the lamented [wiggs.

by the volunteers.
Lhose whose consign lay on the south side of the stubbornly
at their way past every obstacle to Pillow's

ind with colors mingled, struggled up the death.strewn

de by side, General Pillow, in speaking of the brilliant

around Chapultepec, said: » That the enemy was in

I know, certainly, from personal observation. |

rom the fact that there were killed and taken pris-
d six brigadier: As there were six
been less than six brig

| stimate, lor

ners, that

t have beer I crably increascd,)
Id make 6 ) Ltroops But ind pendent ol these evidences

I the enemy's strength, I have General Bravo's own account
of the strength of his command, given me only a few minutes
alter he was taken prisoner. He communicated to me, through
‘assed Maid hipman Rogers, that there were :-lr\t.lltf ol 6,000
and surrounding grounds [ he killed, wounded,

to the best estimate | can form, were

my were scen to

th and west sides of ( i:.{l)ull

pened a direct road to the City
an Cosme gate and found
Cuitman forced an entrance }':‘- the Belen

vance and assault, comparable to .\'.n}u-'.cnn"\

[ i lerrific fighting ensued, until Generai
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' . y \

mas, and hei 1 1 | erilia niested every piain

and thicket: then. La l'az. San lo and the remaining opera

e e T e Di——

1
a'




T ¥ CHAPULTEPEC,
: ( aom Haaal N o Wlnn g s W emate a8 seaca
A and INow MeXICo, It Lreaty ol peace,
I sl I | n i United States
\merica, and the Mexican public,  was concl ided at Guada ~
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