BASILICA
OF SAINT MARY

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT,

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE

Ur'n

WEEKDAYS

100 YEARS

AMERICA’S
FIRST BASILICA

1926-2026

THE BASILICA OF SAINT MARY

ENCOUNTERING CHRIST IN THE

TRANSFIGURATION

On this Second Sunday of Lent, we listen to the Gospel of the Transfiguration which recounts
the moment when Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up a high
mountain. There, his appearance is transformed. His face shines
like the sun and his clothes become dazzling white. Moses and
Elijah appear and speak with him. A voice from the cloud declares,
“This is my beloved Son; listen to him.”

Many important biblical figures go up a mountain to be close to
God. That is where they receive Divine messages and inspiration.
Abraham went up Mount Moriah where his faith in God was tested
and where he was promised “descendants as numerous as the stars
in the sky and as the sand on the seashore” (Gen. 22: 17-18). Moses
went up Mount Horeb/Sinai several times to converse with God. It
is there that he received the Ten Commandments. And when he
returned from the mountain the last time with the second version
of the Ten Commandments he too had changed as “the skin of his
face had become radiant” (Ex. 34:29) It was on Mount Horeb/Sinai
where Elijah heard God in a "still, small voice" (1 Kings 19). Jesus,
too went up a high mountain, taking Peter, James and John with
him. Tradition holds that the mountain Jesus climbed was Mount Director of Liturev and
Hermon where the Church of the Transfiguration now stands. Sacred Arts
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The moment of Jesus’ Transfiguration is described in the Gospel of

St. Mathew, St. Mark and St. Luke. By contrast, the Gospel of St. John does not mention the
Transfiguration choosing to emphasize Jesus Divinity throughout the entire Gospel, rather than
emphasizing one specific manifestation.

The Transfiguration is considered a pivotal, defining moment in the Gospels. It is the bridge
between Jesus’s Galilean ministry and his journey toward his crucifixion in Jerusalem. Occurring
shortly after predicting his own death, the Transfiguration was intended to prepare the disciples
for the pain of his passion by revealing the glory that was to follow.
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FAMILY BINGO NIGHT

MARCH 21, FOLLOWING SATURDAY,

5:00PM MASS
Join us for a taco bar and bingo in
celebration of The Basilica Centennial.
Suggested donation is $10 per person
with a $25 family maximum. Family
friendly activity open to all.
Please register at mary.org/bingo.

LENT BISTRO

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
Join us after Stations of the Cross on
Friday, March 6 at The Basilica’s Friday
Lent Bistro. The event is at 6:30pm in
Teresa of Calcutta Hall, lower level of
church.

This year's menu is inspired by Pope Leo
XIV and features a menu inspired by

Peru, Chicago and Rome. Enjoy Peruvian

potato and corn soup, Peruvian rice and
shrimp, mini deep dish cheese pizzas,
green salad with Chicago giardiniera,

pasta with Roman cacio e pepe or alfredo

sauces, and tiramisu-flavored bundt
cake. Cost of $20 per person ages 15+,
$10 per child ages 6-14, children age 5
and under are free, with proceeds
supporting our parish ministries.
Payment will be collected at the door or
can be paid online in advance. Pre-
registrations are greatly appreciated for

planning purposes at mary.org,

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT

LENTEN FISH DINNERS
FRIDAYS THROUGH MARCH 27
4:30-7:30PM

Join Fr. Gillespie at St. Albert’s for a Fish

Fry this Lent. Tickets: Adults $18, Ages 6-

12 $7. 5 and under free.

Cash, check, or credit card accepted.
Please note: Bingo and 50/50 are cash
only. Raffles are cash and check only.
saintalbertthegreat.org

Aftter Peter suggests the building of three tent, trying to hold on to the moment, God's
voice, speaking from a bright cloud affirms that Jesus is God's beloved Son and
commands the disciples to listen to him. The presence of Moses who represents the Law
and Elijah who represents the Prophets signifies that Jesus is the fulfillment of both the
Law and the Prophets. God's filial claim combined with the presence of Moses and Eijah
affirm that Jesus is the Messiah and needs to be listened to.

The Season of Lent is a time par excellence for us to spiritually journey up the mountain
with Jesus in prayer. As we behold Christ’s transfiguration, see his face shine like the sun
and his clothes become white as light, we are reminded of his divinity and the profound
mystery of his loving presence in our lives. As we listen to God’s voice claiming Jesus as
God's Son and commanding us to listen to him, we are invited to listen more intently to
his teachings, to deepen our faith and seek our own transfiguration.

Our calling to listen to Jesus especially resonates during the season of Lent. The Lenten
disciplines of fasting and praying challenge us to quiet the deafening noise in our lives,
to be attentive to God’s voice, and to allow the light of Christ to illuminate those parts of
ourselves that need healing and change.

May this Lenten season become our own journey of transfiguration. To that end, let us
embrace God's invitation to grow in faith, to be transformed by his love, and to walk
humbly with Christ toward the promise of Easter.
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PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE
As of January 2026, charitable contributions total $2,085,077, which is about 12% below
the year-to-date budget of $2,364,688.

Thank you for your continued generosity; it makes a meaningful impact on parish life
and ministries! Contact Audra Johnson, Managing Director of Parish Operations at
ajohnson@mary.org or 612.317.3422 for questions.




