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The meaning of love is not to be confused with some sen-
timental outpouring. Love is something much deeper than
emotional bosh. Perhaps the Greek language can clear our
confusion at this point. In the Greek New Testament are
three words for love. The word eros is a sort of aesthetic or
romantic love. In the Platonic dialogues eros is a yearning
of the soul for the realm of the divine. The second word is
philia, a reciprocal love and the intimate affection and friend-
ship between friends. We love those whom we like, and
we love because we are loved. The third word is agape,
understanding and creative, redemptive goodwill for all men.
An overflowing love which seeks nothing in return, agape is
the love of God operating in the human heart. At this level,
we love men not because we like them, nor because their
ways appeal to us, nor even because they possess some type
of divine spark; we love every man because God loves him.
At this level, we love the person who does an evil deed, al-
though we hate the deed that he does.
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