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"...Hearts that know what they want to know will remain impervious to the facts. Until this week, it appeared to me that the committee
was simply trying to lay out the plan—to sketch out the scope of the crimes committed—by Trump and his confederates. These
orchestrators of the Big Lie knew that the election had been lost, attempted to pressure Vice President Mike Pence into overturning
the results on January 6, pressured state election officials in high office to help them, and abused local elections workers to the point
of obscene cruelty in order to claim victory in an unwinnable contest. The hearings are unfolding like a CSI episode: Here is the crime,
here’s how we solved it.

But halfway through Tuesday'’s hearing, it occurred to me that the real story being told here isn't just a succession of failed Boris and
Natasha-grade schemes to steal an election, but something far larger. Yes, this is surely the story of how future elections will be
compromised when elections officials at every level flee from office and are replaced by partisans. And yes, this is also the story of
Republicans who say they hate what Trump did but also really love Trump. And it is surely the blueprint for setting aside the 2024
election results if Republicans do not prevail. But the real map being drawn by the committee leads to the crime of stochastic
terrorism; the willingness of leaders to liberate and incite vigilantes to harass, threaten, and abuse anyone they please, because
anything is true so long as they know it in their heart....

...The lessons of every one of the Jan. 6 Committee hearings to date have not been that Trump and a handful of vicious and ends-
driven allies cobbled together a bunch of stupid plots to steal a presidential election. These plots were the motive, but not the real
crime. The real crime, as the committee has been at pains to show us at every single opportunity, has been their willingness to abuse
Twitter, Fox News, public speeches, and every other means of mass communication at their disposal to greenlight the urges of
random citizens who feel inclined to riot, to break and enter, to terrorize, harass, to assault police officers, and worse. Retaining power
may have been a goal, but the real endgame is the terror.

There is no other way to process these shattering hearings than as a protracted, lawless, call and response between President Trump
and his followers. Take Ruby Freeman, Lady Ruby, whose harrowing taped testimony described what she experienced after Rudy
Giuliani named her as involved in a wholly made-up conspiracy to steal the election....

...We should not mistake the Jan. 6 hearings as merely a compelling crime show about a slapdash effort by Trump, Mark Meadows,
Ginni Thomas, Jeff Clark, John Eastman, and Rudy Giuliani to stand in the way of the peaceful transfer of power after the 2020
election. It is that, yes, but it is also an almost unbearable telethon about what happens when public figures call on private citizens to
trust their own hearts and to act on their own conclusions in ways that include violent threats, doxing, and terror. Legitimating,
celebrating, and encouraging those impulses is the objective here. Steve Bannon has been clear about that from the jump.

The stolen election isn't the crime scene. The vigilantism and the winking encouragement from the highest quarters of the GOP of
future violence is the crime scene. That's the story the Jan. 6 Committee is trying to tell us. The rest of it is just history."




