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September 21, 2006
Senator Brien LeClair \J/szt(’ /[’Z)ttl" Zé
State Capitol R s
St. Paul MN 55155 /21 K‘Wﬂ A /,,,. 7 "t’l'

Dear Sen. LeClair:

[ recently learned that due to a recent Law passed by the Minnesota Legislature, and
effective in March 2006, all persons applying for a Drivers License agree to the following
statement, which is part of the application: “Submission of this application constitutes
consent to registration with the selective service system, if required by federal law.”

I am a military veteran (early 1960s) and I know exactly what the words “selective
service system” mean. I would bet that almost no 16 year old applying for a license has
any idea what they are agreeing to, here.

I would like copies of the specific statute(s) which led to statement, and a cite or some
sort where I can find them in a Law Library, as well as your position on this(ese) statutes.
I am most interested in additional commentary about their legislative history.

This seems to me to be a stealth attempt to get people registered for the draft without
their knowledge or consent. It would be interesting to see what would happen ifa 16
year old crossed out that section of the application.

I await your response. Thank you,

Sincerely,

Dick Bernard
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Karen Klinzing
State Representative

District 56B
Washington County

Minnesota
House of
Representatives

COMMITTEES: EDUCATION FINANCE
October 24, 2006 EDUCATION POLICY AND REFORM
WAYS AND MEANS

Dick Bernard
6905 Romeo Road
Woodbury, MN 55125

Dear Mr. Bernard:

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the federal Selective Service System (SSS)
registration component of Minnesota’s driver’s license application. I appreciate hearing from
you and learning about your concerns regarding this matter.

In 2004 the legislature adopted Minnesota Statute 171.06 subd 6, linking the driver’s license
application with the SSS registration requirement. This bill passed the House 122-0 and passed
the Senate 55-9. The full text of this provision is available online at
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2005/171/06.html.

As of April 2005, forty-one states have enacted legislation linking either a man’s application for
a driver’s license or eligibility to state funded higher education with SSS registration. These
provisions allow the SSS to focus on other states to ensure compliance with federal law requiring
all men between the ages of 18 and 25 to register with the SSS. Failure to register may result in
a fine of up to $250,000 and/or five years in prison. In addition, men born after December 31,
1959 who fail to register won’t qualify for federal student loans or grant programs and are not
eligible for some federal job training programs. For these reasons, the Minnesota legislature
adopted this legislation to help ensure compliance with the registration requirement.

While I appreciate learning about your concerns regarding the SSS process and Minnesota’s
decision to include registration with the driver’s license application, the 2004 legislature decided
that since registration is mandatory for men between the ages of 18 and 25, it made sense to
make the registration process easier. The registration component of the driver’s license
application is indicated on the application form so every person completing the form is aware of
this step. By including this step, we are helping Minnesota’s young men continue their
eligibility for financial aid should they attend any type of post-secondary educational institution.
It was never the intent of the Minnesota legislature to do anything beyond what is already
required by federal law regarding the SSS registration requirement.

3638 Williamsburg Parkway, Woodbury, Minnesota 55129 (651) 578-2582
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Finally, only Congress may authorize a draft. During the last election, both President Bush and
Senator Kerry are on record as opposing a draft. The House of Representatives voted on
October 5, 2004 by a 402 to 2 margin to defeat a bill that would have prepared to reinstate a
military draft. The purpose of the SSS is to prepare to manage a draft if and when Congress and
the President determine that a draft is necessary.

I hope this information is helpful to you. Should you have any additional questions or concerns
regarding the draft, I would encourage you to share them with Senator Mark Dayton (1-888-224-
9043), Senator Norm Coleman (1-800-642-6041), or Congressman Mark Kennedy (651) 653-
5933. These issues are under federal Congressional jurisdiction and they would be able to
address your concerns.

Thanks again for your letter. Please keep in touch.
Sincerely, .

Karen Klinzing j

State Representative




Dick Bernard

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Dick,

Sen.Brian LeClair [Sen.Brian.LeClair@senate.mn]
Sunday, October 01, 2006 1:08 PM

Dick Bernard

Emily Skidmore

Your 9-21 letter

Thanks for your letter of September 21.

The state law you referenced was actually passed in 2003 as Senate File 1192, chief authored by Senator Mee
Moua (DFL - Saint Paul). The concerns you express now are precisely the same concerns that I had when I
voted on this bill in 2003, and those concerns led me to vote "no." As it turned out, the bill still passed the
Senate by a vote of 55-9, and joining me in the group of 9 who voted "no" were Sens. Linda Berglin (DFL -

Minneapolis) and Scott Dibble (DFL - Minneapolis).

I know that you and I don't always agree, Dick, but I'm particularly pleased that your latest letter was on an issue
where we can find some common ground. I hope that's a good omen for the 2007 Session!! I will always value
my independence from the prevailing political winds, even if that means I have to cast some tough "no" votes.

The issue you raise in your letter proves that point very, very well.

Please stay in touch.

All the best,
Brian



