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In flipped county,
voters wary of future

By BRIANA BIERSCHBACH
bbierschbach@startribune.com

MANKATO - Margarita Ruiz should be cel-

The first generation Mexican American
knocked on doors across her southern Minne-
sota community and helped Joe Biden flip Blue
Earth County and win in November.

Yet, the people who chanted “send them
back” outside her family home and posted it on
Snapchat after the 2016 election didn’t get that

angry overnight, she said. And they won’t just go
away after the inauguration of a new president

on Wednesday. “After Donald Trump officially
doesn’t have a platform anymore, those people

might try to distance themselves from him, or

they might retreat back into their homes,” she
said. “But [the hatred] is still there.”

Blue Earth is one of only four Minnesota coun-
ties that flipped from supporting Barack Obama

ps joined the chaos at the Capitol. A8
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Friday underscored the poten-
tial danger. The man flashed
an “unauthorized” inaugura-
tion credential and a search
of his truck found an unregis-
tered handgun and more than
500 rounds of ammunition,

See CAPITOL on Al0>
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Vlolent words:

Free speechor
terror threat?

By STEPHEN MONTEMAYOR
and MARK VANCLEAVE
Star Tribune staff

Alley Waterbury cheered
on the violent insurrection
in Washington as she warned
Gov. Tim Walz that there would
be consequences if he did not
meet with her and other pro-
testers at the Minnesota Capi-
tol. Within hours, she was out-
side the governor’s residence
shouting through a bullhorn.

“Do not underestimate us,
because we will cross the line!”
the Woodbury activist yelled
across the front gate.

State officials probing this
month’s Storm the Capitol
rally in St. Paul are confront-
ing a legal challenge that has
divided scholars and jurists
alike for decades: What is
protected speech, and what
words should be treated as
criminal threats?

See SPEECH on A9»

sitting unused, state’s providers insist

e gone by week’s end.

“We would love to get twice
s much vaccine,” said Susan
arvis, president of Sanford
Jealth of Northern Minne-
ota, “and we could get it in
yeople’s arms quickly.”

Minnesota leaders have
ecently found themselves
n the defensive, trying to
xplain why a state that helped

write the national playbook
on COVID-19 vaccination
ranked average at best in its
rate of doses administered.
On Saturday, it ranked 29th
among states while the Dako-
tas ranked among the best.
Minnesota’s ranking, per
the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention’s
website, could be tempo-

rary given rapid changes in
the pandemic — with the
Pfizer and Moderna COVID-
19 vaccines being approved
only last month. Minnesota
was criticized this summer
for having twice as many
COVID-19 deaths as Wiscon-
sin, but now both states report
roughly 5,800.

See VIRUS on A5»

MINNESOTA NUMBERS

206,559 5,887
vaccine doses total virus
administered deaths

Source: Minnesota Department of Health

Neaxrly 400,000 U.S. deaths
Milestone looms as Biden
vows push on vaccine. A6
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INSURRECTION’S AFTERMATH

Protected speech, or terror

<SPEECH from Al

Thestate Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension is investigating
whether speakers and organiz-
ersattheJan. 6 rally outside the
Minnesota State Capitol and
Walz’s residence committed
acts of terroristic threats or
other crimes. They are moving
withasense ofurgency as state
and federal officials are brac-

ing for possible violent pro- -

tests in Minnesota and other
states in the days leading up
to Wednesday’s presidential
inauguration.

“We are very cognizant of
the fact that folks have that
First Amendment right to pro-
testand to speak,” Public Safety
Commissioner John Har-
ringtonsaidinaninterview last
week. “Thereisaline that has to
be drawnlegally that says when
that First Amendment protest
right ... goes into terroristic
threats and criminal behavior”

More than two hours of
video and audio footage cap-
tured by the Star Tribune from
this month’s rally document
how activists spoke in increas-
ingly dark and apocalyptic
terms about the need to pres-
sure Walz to end his emergency
COVID-19 orders and for fed-
erallawmakers to overturn the
results of the 2020 election.

Raul Estrada, who said he
had friends in the Proud Boys
extremist group, talked of
civil war. Liberals, he said, are
“weeds” choking off society.

“We cannot grow if we have
weeds choking us off” Estrada
said. “We need to grow. We
need to pull the weeds.”

Waterbury, a local Repub-
lican Party leader who helped
organize and emcee the event,
gleefully provided updates to
the crowd as a mob of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s sup-
porters waged its insurrection,
which ultimately left five dead,
including a police officer. At
one point, while looking at her
phone, she told the crowd that
her updates from Washington
were coming from “our very
own Stacy and Jonathan,” who
shelater said had made it inside
the Capitol building. She said
they stopped texting after shots
were fired inside the building.

Waterbury could not be
reached for comment,

At one point during the
Jan. 6rally, she took the micro-
phone and implored Walz to
come speak to the crowd.

“Please take time to meet
with us. One on one,” she said,
looking into a Star Tribune
photojournalist’s camera.
“Because if you don't, you're

going to make us do things that
we don’t want to do. We will
come for you.”

Soon after, a man who did
not identify himself took the
microphone to say that the
“time for talk is over. .., Our
brothers and sisters in Wash-
ington are doing it right now.”

Ofthe State Capitolgrounds,
he told the audience, “you’re
behind enemy territory.”

“I've been there several
times,” he said. “It’s going to
get exciting, ... Let’s all pray
that our politicians have a
change of heart in the very last
second and let’s also let them
know that if they don’t, we’ll
fix it for them.”

When Waterbury returned,
she pointed out that her
demand to speak with Walz
had gone unanswered. It was
time to go to Walz’s residence,
she said.

“It’s time to fight, every-
body!” a rallygoer responded.

“All right, Walz. I guess
we’re coming for ya,” Water-
bury said.

Around that time, state
troopers whisked the gover-
nor’s teenage son to safety in
what Walz described this week
asanunprecedented interven-
tion. The actions of Jan. 6, taken
together with an escalating

rate of threats on public offi-
cials, are prompting a dramatic
review of State Capitol security
measures at the beginning of
the new legislative session.

The participation of six
GOP state lawmakers at the
Stormthe Capitol rally is being
scrutinized by DFL legislative
leaders. State Reps. Susan
Akland, Steve Drazkowski,
Mary Franson, Glenn Gruen-
hagen, Eric Luceroand Jeremy
Munson each appeared to
speak before news of the U.S.
Capitol insurrection became
known. Some singled out
judges and other public offi-
cials for sharp criticism and
suggested impeachment.

House Speaker Melissa
Hortman, DFL-Brooklyn
Park, has raised the prospect
of ethics complaints but said
last week that she was more
concerned about what other
speakers said.

None ofthe six House mem-
bers who participated in the
rally said that they had been
contacted by law enforcement
investigating the event.

“Thereisnothing differentin
what we as elected officials pre-
sented inour political speech at
what was a peaceful rally than
what we have done at similarly
peaceful rallies that we have
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eech, or terroristic threats?

goingtomake us do things that
we don’t want to do, We will
come for you.”

Soon after, a man who did
not identify himself took the
microphone to say that the
“time for talk is over. ... Our
brothers and sisters in Wash-
ington are doing it right now.”

OftheState Capitolgrounds,
he told the audience, “you’re
behind enemy territory.”

“I've been there several
times,” he said, “It’s going to
get exciting. ... Let’s all pray
that our politicians have a
change ofheart in the very last
second and let’s also Jet them
know that if they don’t, we’ll
fix it for them,”

When Waterbury returned,
she pointed out that her
demand to speak with Walz
had gone unanswered. It was
time to go to Walz’s residence,
she said.

“It’s time to fight, every-
body!” a rallygoer responded.

“All right, Walz. | guess
we’re coming for ya,” Water-
bury said.

Around that time, state
troopers whisked the gover-
nor’s teenage son to safety in
what Walz described this week
asanunprecedented interven-
tion. The actions of Jan. 6, taken
together with an escalating

rate of threats on public offi-
cials, are prompting adramatic
review of State Capitol security
measures at the beginning of
the new legislative session.
The participation of six
GOP state lawmakers at the
Stormthe Capitol rallyis being
scrutinized by DFL, legislative
leaders. State Reps. Susan
Akland, Steve Drazkowski,
Mary Franson, Glenn Gruen-
hagen, Eric Lucero and Jeremy
Munson each appeared to
speak before news of the s,
Capitol insurrection became
known. Some singled out
judges and other public offi-
cials for sharp criticism and
suggested impeachment.

House Speaker Melissa
Hortman, DFL-Brooklyn
Park, has raised the prospect
of ethics complaints but said
last week that she was more
concerned about what other
speakers said.

None ofthe six House mem-
bers who participated in the
rally said that they had been
contacted by law enforcement
investigating the event,

“Thereis nothing different in
what weas elected officials pre-
sentedinour political speechat
what was a peaceful rally than
what we have done at similarly
Peaceful rallies that we have
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spoken at,” Drazkowski said.
Munson, the event’s first
speaker, pointed out in his
speech that “even though this is
called ‘Stormthe Capitol'weare
Dot storming this fence today.”
In an e-mail, Munson said
members “adamantly defend
their right to talk about whether
there is electoral fraud in Min-
nesota” and that a “full discys-
sion of the issue does not con-
stitute incitement to violence”

Washington County Attor-
ney Pete Orput’s office has
recent experience parsing pro-
test speech for possible crimi-
nal evidence, He eventually
declined to charge DFL actiy-
ist and now state Rep. John
Thompson for remarks made
outside the Hugo home of Bob
Kroll, the $0on-to-be-retiring
Minneapolis Police Federa-
tion president. Thompson was
recorded saying, “You think we
give a [expletive] about burn-
ing Hugo down?”

“There’s a big difference
between ‘I don’t care ifit hap-
pens’and ‘Turge you to do i
Orput said. “We have to prove
thathe or she intended toincite
ariot or a public disturbance
by their words — and words
can ring the bell” for meeting
charging requirements,

Orput said context will be

key in proving that anyone’s
words crossed a criminal
threshold,

“These are the cases that
end up before the United
States Supreme Court,” said
Jim Fleming, chief public
defender in Ramsey County,

Heidi Kitrosser, a Univer-
sity of Minnesota law profes-
sor, said the law can be difficult
to apply.

“The test is whether some-
one, in their speech, intended
toincite and was likely to incite-
and likely to incite criminal
activity,” Kitrosser said. “Per-
haps the most difficult part is
youhave to show imminence.”

Since the Storm the Capitol
rally, Waterbury has urged fol-
lowers on Facebook not to go
to the State Capitol this week- -,
end for safety reasons and
instead suggested waving flags. -
from highway overpasses,

It is a departure from what -
she told her fellow Pprotesters .
outside Walz’s residence ear-
lier this month, :

“Whenyou layyourheadon -
the pillow at night, ask your-
self, like your servicemen, are
you willing to give your Jife?”
she said. “Because [ am.”

Stephen Montemayor « 612-673-1755
Twitter: @smontemayor



